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Once again we extend a huge welcome to 
everyone who is involved in Oxfordshire’s 
vibrant, exciting and forward-looking 
business community.  Our event this year 
embraces entrepreneurs, small businesses, 
investors and funders and a host of support 
services vital to business growth.  

Our programme and theme of ‘From Start-up to Scale-up’ reflects 
the feedback from last year. We have more workshops and 
interactive sessions than ever before covering our world-renowned 
life sciences sector, social enterprise, pitching for success, 
innovation showcase, women in tech and so much more.  I know 
you will thoroughly enjoy your day!

I’d like to thank you all for supporting us again this year, but in 
particular our partners and sponsors and all those who have put 
so much time and energy into organising this event.  This year we 
have introduced our Supporters Programme - I invite you to join us 
and have your say in shaping next year’s event.  Your support will 
ensure we are here to stay - at the heart of Oxfordshire’s innovative 
entrepreneur and business community.

Enjoy your day.

Lynn Shepherd
Lynn Shepherd, Executive Chair
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07:45 - 09:00 Breakfast Session: Six Steps 
to Successfully Scale - Nicola McConville. 
Hosted by Penningtons Manches

08:00

08:30

09:00 09:00 - 09:30  Welcome to Venturefest 
Oxford 2017 - Alistair Fitt & Lynn Shepherd

09:30 09:30 - 12:30 TechTonic Conference - The 
Impact of Gender on Entrepreneurship - 
Ellen J, Juliet Rogan, Annabel Denham

09:30 - 10:30 Value Proposition 
Development Workshop for Businesses - 
Mireille Owen-Hughes

09:30 - 11:30  The Challenges of a Business: 
From Start-Up to Scale-Up –  Alex Minchin, 
Jason Purvor, Sian Gaskell, Mark Evans, 
Renee Watson, Hugh Bettesworth, Susan 
Burton, Gary Frank - Chair

09:45 - 11:15 Pitching for Success - Morning 
Session10:00

10:30

10:45 - 11:45 How to Stay Focused on What 
Matters Using Strategy on a Page -  
Alastair MacKenzie

11:00

11:15 - 12:00 Investor Session - Katie 
Leviten, John Holden, Roy Gunter, Mark 
White, Martin Fiennes

11:30

11:45 -12:30 Negotiation for Entrepreneurs  
– Ellen J12:00

12:30

13:00 13:00 - 13:45 Lunchtime Keynote: What 
makes a city successful? Oxford post BREXIT 
- Charles Leadbeater13:30

13:45 - 14:30 Overview of the Oxfordshire 
Life Sciences Ecosystem - Barbara Ghinelli, 
Nick Scott-Ram, David Alexander

13:45 - 15:45 Social Innovation and 
Enterprise: Achieving Social Impact with 
Business for Purpose - Grant Hayward,  
Darryl Mootoosamy, Hugh Chamberlain, 
Alison Talbot, Erinch Sahan, Mark Mann,  
John Boyle

13:45 - 14:45 Oxfordshire’s Science and  
Innovation Audit Report: Oxfordshire Transformative 
Technologies - Phil Clare, Simon Jackman, Nick 
Scott-Ram, Rob Buckingham, Rupesh Srivastava

14:00 14:00 - 15:30 Pitching for Success - 
Afternoon Session

14:30
14:45 - 15:30 The Essentials for any Life 
Sciences Start-Up - Kevin Maynard, Liberty 
Foreman, Les Russell, Andy Hill, Ann Kramer

15:00 15:00 - 15:45 Your IP post-Brexit: what effect 
will leaving the EU have on your IP? - Philip 
Webber, Alexander Robinson, Philip Towler15:30 15:30 - 16:15 Investor Session - Gary Frank, 

Paul Flanagan, Michael Pennington,  
Adam Workman, Thor Mitchell

15:45 - 16:45 Essentials of Building Value -  
Keith Errey, Tom McCarthy, Kevin Pojasek, 
Peter Nolan

16:00 16:00 - 16:45 People in a Scale-up - Nicola 
Gardiner 16:15 - 17:00 Final Presentation & Winners 

Announcement16:30

17:00

17:15 – 18:00  Closing Plenary – Brexit: One 
Year On - Thomas Hellmann, Stephen Fisher, 
Richard Venables, Nigel Tipple, Jens Tholstrup, 
Sue Staunton, Daniel Talbot-Ponsonby, Chris 
Shelley
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Sessions
Thames Hall    09:00-13:45 

Pitching for Success 
Thames Hall

The Funding Stream will provide a lively and informative arena with 
something for everyone who is interested in entrepreneurial innovation 
and funding a business at all the stages of its life. Pitching for Success 
will be to an audience that includes investors, support organisations and 
individuals. 

Each session will include a panel made up of professional funding 
organisations; including speakers from crowd investment (Peer2Peer, 
equity, loans), venture capital and public sector funding.  Each investor 
panel speaker will give an overview of what they look for when investing or 
funding a company followed by Q&A with the audience.

After all the presentations are completed, the excitement continues as 
the audience votes to select a winning company. The two session winners 
will be announced at 16:15 and will be able to pitch again to the audience, 
who will decide the overall winner on the day for the £1,000 cash prize.

As well as the live pitches and investor panels, the companies from both 
sessions will be available at the back of the Thames Hall for networking.

09:45 - 11:15  Pitching for Success

11:15 - 12:00  Investor Panel  
Katie Leviten, .John Holden, Roy Gunter, Mark White, Martin Fiennes 

14:00 - 15:30  Pitching for Success

15:30 - 16:15  Investor Panel  
Gary Frank, Paul Flanagan, Michael Pennington, Adam Workman,  
Thor Mitchell   

16:15 - 17:00  Pitching for Success final pitches, voting and  
prize announcements

Details of all pitching companies are available on our website 
venturefestoxford.com/venturefest-2017/pitching-for-success

 
Pitching for Success is sponsored by

 Welcome to Venturefest Oxford 2017
09:00 - 9:30 1 

Speakers: Alistair Fitt, Lynn Shepherd 
Hear from Lynn Shepherd, Executive Chair and Alistair Fitt, Vice-Chancellor at Oxford 
Brookes University on the importance of innovation and the role it plays in supporting and 
encouraging both innovation and entrepreneurship. 

Lunchtime Keynote: What makes a city successful? 
Oxford post BREXIT

13:00 - 13:45

Speaker: Charles Leadbeater
Cities that were once suffering from stagnation and decline are being revived by civic 
innovators – people who work collaboratively to create new spaces and experiences that 
transform and enhance the city environment.

How can a city like Oxford, with a rich heritage but constrained by its small size and 
political landscape, maximise its potential to become the most fertile innovation economy 
in the UK?

Post-BREXIT how can Oxford and the city region strengthen its position as a leading 
centre for innovation? How do we create the best environment for innovative companies 
and their people to start, grow and stay for the benefit of everyone?

Charles has had many years’ experience researching and advising politicians, cities and 
communities asking just such questions. Join him for an open conversation.

Note: All sessions are free to attend - places 
are limited and available on a first come, 
first served basis on the day.  As part of the 
registration process, you selected which 
sessions you would like to attend. This was 
not a booking, but allowed you to build your 
preferred itinerary.

2017



Note: All sessions are free to attend - places are 
limited and available on a first come, first served 
basis on the day.  As part of the registration 
process, you selected which sessions you would 
like to attend. This was not a booking, but allowed 
you to build your preferred itinerary.
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Sessions
Cherwell    07:45-12:30 

Breakfast Session: Six Steps to Successfully Scale
07:45 - 09:00

Speaker: Nicola McConville
An insight into the fundamental principles for companies to ensure a smooth and 
successful journey from start up to scale up.

Sponsored by Pennington Manches 

TechTonic Conference - The Impact of Gender on 
Entrepreneurship

09:30 - 12:30

Speakers: Annabel Denham, Ellen J and Juliet Rogan
The conference will address the problem of why too few women-led businesses reach 
the same economic scale as that achieved by male-led companies. This was the focus 
of a recent report from Barclays and The Female Founders Forum entitled ‘Untapped 
Unicorns: Scaling up Female Entrepreneurship‘.

An interactive session will also offer valuable guidance to negotiation techniques for 
today’s businesswomen.

Hosted by TechTonic 

Sessions
Thames Hall   17:15-18:00 

Closing Plenary - Brexit: One Year On
17:15 - 18:00 10.30 - 11.

Speakers: Thomas Hellmann, Stephen Fisher, Richard Venables, Nigel Tipple, 
Jens Tholstrup, Sue Stauton, Daniel Talbot-Ponsonby, Chris Shelley 
Last year, our event was held one week after the referendum and the nation, and 
especially Oxfordshire, was trying to come to terms with the shock result. Our closing 
debate reflected the intensity of feeling around the result and was spectacularly 
successful. So, one year on from the referendum we want to continue the debate, albeit 
the focus may have shifted due to the new political landscape post-election.  We have 
invited a diverse panel of local business and university leaders to discuss the challenges 
and opportunities now facing us.  We want to learn what is happening in their sectors 
and how they think Brexit is going to affect them, but also want to encourage active 
participation from the audience!

Followed by a drinks reception.

2017
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Overview of the Oxfordshire Life Sciences Ecosystem
The session will focus on from start-up to scale-up: practical advice and key themes for 
entrepreneurs and early-stage companies in the life sciences sector. This will include the 
following:
■ An overview of the Oxfordshire life sciences ecosystem
■ Proof of concept – what do products look like and how to implement into healthcare systems
■ Building partnerships – industry, CROs, academia, NHS and patient groups
■ Sources of finance for start-up businesses
■ The fundamentals and practicalities of starting a company
■ Show casing companies from the cluster and how partnerships helped them

The overview session will include:
■ An overview of the Oxfordshire Life Sciences Cluster
■ From Concept to Market: The Runway to Adoption 
■ A Keynote Presentation: Life Sciences Innovation 

Who should attend?
Life science entrepreneurs wishing to start a new business, company executives running 
companies that are transitioning from start-up to high growth ventures, and those with 
an interest in the life sciences ecosystem and involved in supporting the industry. This 
session will appeal to chief executives, business development directors, non-executive 
directors, finance directors and senior managers in the industry. 

13:45 - 14:30

Speakers: David Alexander, Barbara Ghinelli, Nick Scott-Ram

The Essentials for any Life Sciences Start-Up 
14:45 - 15:30

Speakers: Liberty Foreman, Andy Hill, Ann Kramer, Kevin Maynard, Les Russell 

Essentials of Building Value
15:45 - 16:45

Speakers: Keith Errey, Tom McCarthy, Peter Nolan, Kevin Pojasek 

Sessions
Cherwell    13:45-16:45

Sessions
Hinksey    09:30-15:45

Note: All sessions are free to attend - places are 
limited and available on a first come, first served 
basis on the day.  As part of the registration 
process, you selected which sessions you would 
like to attend. This was not a booking, but allowed 
you to build your preferred itinerary.

Value Proposition Development Workshop for Businesses
09:30 - 10:30

Speaker: Mireille Owen-Hughes 
The most important customers are not those that generate the most revenue but those 
that can unlock the most value in your business” Harvard Business Review. In this session, 
we will go through a step by step process to unleash the business value your company 
provides to one of your customer segment.  

How to Stay Focused on What Matters Using Strategy on 
a Page

10:45 - 11:45

Speaker: Alastair MacKenzie
With all the juggling that come with growing a business, how can we maintain focus 
and momentum in the right direction?  Can we easily share our strategy with potential 
funders, business partners and our team? In this workshop we will outline the Strategy 
on a Page tool to use as a dashboard for checking your business is on track. You will 
leave the session with a template and confidence to complete and use.  This session will 
complement the previous Value Proposition workshop. 

Social Innovation and Enterprise: Achieving Social Impact 
with Business for Purpose

13:45 - 15:45

Speakers: John Boyle, Hugh Chamberlain, Grant Hayward, Mark Mann, Darryl 
Mootoosamy, Erinch Sahan, Alison Talbot
More businesses than ever before are being started to provide solutions to social or 
environmental challenges. At the same time, well-established, mainstream businesses 
from all areas of operation are adapting to gain competitive advantage by opening up and 
creating profitable business opportunities that also achieve similar objectives.

This fast-paced evolution has sparked Social Innovation, adding Social Value through 
commercial activities, which often includes powerful cross-sector collaborations. This will 
be a lively, interactive session with contributions from experts and pioneers in this field.
 it wrong and it will do your career and business no good whatsoever.
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Sessions
Vale    09:30-14:45 

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-Up to Scale-Up
09:30 - 11:30

Speakers: Hugh Bettesworth, Susan Burton, Mark Evans, Gary Frank, Sian Gaskell, 
Jason Purvor, Alex Minchin, Renee Watson
Last year you told us that you wanted to hear from more businesses, learning of both 
the failures and successes and lessons learned.  We have invited a wide selection of 
businesses to sit on a panel to share their experiences with you during the morning. Drop 
in and out as the panellists will change, and talk to both start-ups and scale-ups.  They 
are more than happy to talk about all aspects of starting and growing a business including 
funding, staffing, management, sales and finance.  

Negotiation for Entrepreneurs
11:45 - 12:30

Speaker: Ellen J
In this session, entrepreneurs will learn about their own negotiation style and new 
approaches for negotiating in the entrepreneurial environment.   

Oxfordshire’s Science and Innovation Audit Report: 
Oxfordshire Transformative Technologies 

13:45 - 14:45

Speakers: Rob Buckingham, Phil Clare, Simon Jackman, Nick Scott-Ram, Rupesh 
Srivastava
By the Time of Venturefest the Science and Innovation Audit for Oxfordshire will have 
been published. It will be a snapshot of four themes, expanding on the landscape and 
ambitions in Oxfordshire for the following sectors: Digital Health, Space Data applications, 
Robotics and Autonomous Vehicles, Technologies underpinning quantum computing. 
The report will be presented and there will be an opportunity for the audience to consider 
next steps for Oxfordshire as a result.   

Sessions
Vale   15:00-16:45 

Your IP post-Brexit: What effect will leaving the EU have 
on your IP?

15:00 - 15:45

Speaker: Alexander Robinson, Philip Towler, Philip Webber
Article 50 has now been triggered; the UK is on its way out of the EU. What effect will 
this have on your existing intellectual property (IP) and how you obtain future IP rights 
in Europe?  This workshop will bring together IP experts to discuss these issues and to 
advise on what actions you need to be taking now to safeguard your IP rights. 

People in a Scale-up
16:00 - 16:45

Speaker: Nicola Gardiner
Nicola’s session will uncover some of the keys to successful recruitment for start-ups 
– both for senior level roles, and at the more junior level. In her interactive session, she 
will show founders, investors and budding entrepreneurs how they can create their own 
‘talent brand’, increasing in-bound approaches from relevant candidates from day one.  

Note: All sessions are free to attend - places are 
limited and available on a first come, first served 
basis on the day.  As part of the registration 
process, you selected which sessions you would 
like to attend. This was not a booking, but allowed 
you to build your preferred itinerary.

2017
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David Alexander  
Rice University, Houston Texas 

Keynote Presentation: Life Sciences 
Innovation 
Cherwell 
13:45 - 14:30

Hugh Bettesworth
Mirada Medical

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up  
Vale  
09:30 - 11:30

John Boyle
The Oxford Trust

Social Innovation and Enterprise: 
Achieving Social Impact with Business for 
Purpose  
Hinksey  
13:45 - 15:45 

Rob Buckingham
UK Atomic Energy Authority (UKAEA)

Oxfordshire’s Science and Innovation 
Audit Report: Oxfordshire Transformative 
Technologies      
Vale  
13:45 - 14:45  

 
 
 

Susan Burton
Classlist

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up  
Vale 
09:30 - 11:30

Hugh Chamberlain
Johnson & Johnson

Social Innovation and Enterprise: 
Achieving Social Impact with Business for 
Purpose  
Hinksey 
13:45 - 15:45  

Phil Clare
University of Oxford

Oxfordshire’s Science and Innovation 
Audit Report: Oxfordshire Transformative 
Technologies  
Vale 
13:45 - 14:45 

Annabel Denham 
Oxford Computer Consultants

TechTonic Conference - The Impact of 
Gender on Entrepreneurship?  
Cherwell  
09:30 - 12:30  

 
 
 

Speakers
   15:00-16:15 

We have an amazing line up of speakers at this year’s event. All sessions are free 
to attend and seating is allocated on a first-come first-serve basis. 

Nick Edwards
MedInnovate

Essentials of Building Value  
Cherwell  
15:45 - 16:45

Keith Errey
Isansys Lifecare

Essentials of Building Value  
Cherwell  
15:45 - 16:45

Mark Evans
Adaptix

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up  
Vale  
09:30 - 11:30  

Martin Fiennes
Oxford Sciences Innovation

Investor Panel  
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00  

Stephen Fisher
University of Oxford

Brexit: One Year On  
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00

 
 
 
 
 

Alistair Fitt
Oxford Brookes University

Welcome to Venturefest Oxford 2017  
Thames Hall 
09:00 - 09:30

Paul Flanagan
Creative Mobile OU

Investor Panel 
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00   

Liberty Foreman
Beamline Diagnostics

The Essentials for any Life Sciences 
Start-Up 
Cherwell  
14:45 - 15:30  

Gary Frank
FAB Accelerator

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up  
Vale  
09:30 - 11:30 
 
Investor Panel  
Thames Hall  
15:30 - 16:15  

Nicola Gardiner
Nicola Gardiner Executive Search

People in a Scale-up      
Vale  
16:00 - 16:45  

2017
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Speakers
   15:00-16:15 

Sian Gaskell
CubanEight

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up   
Vale  
09:30 - 11:30  

Barbara Ghinelli
Science & Technology Facilities Council

Overview of the Oxfordshire Life Sciences 
Ecosystem  
Cherwell  
13:45 - 14:30 

Roy Gunter
Mobility Ventures

Investor Panel   
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00  

Grant Hayward
Collaborent

Social Innovation and Enterprise: 
Achieving Social Impact with Business for 
Purpose 
Hinksey  
13:45 - 15:45    

Thomas Hellmann
Saïd Business School, Oxford University

Brexit: One Year On   
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00  

Andy Hill
Smart Matrix

The Essentials for any Life Sciences Start-
Up  
Cherwell  
14:45 - 15:30  

John Holden
Foresight Group

Investor Panel  
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00

Ellen J 
University of Oxford, Green Templeton 
and z360i 

TechTonic Conference - The Impact of 
Gender on Entrepreneurship  
Cherwell  
09:30 - 12:30 
 
Negotiation for Entrepreneurs  
Vale  
11:45 - 12:30  

Simon Jackman
University of Oxford

Oxfordshire’s Science and Innovation 
Audit Report: Oxfordshire Transformative 
Technologies  
Vale  
13:45 - 14:45  

 

Ann Kramer
The Electrospinning Company

The Essentials for any Life Sciences  
Start-Up  
Cherwell  
14:45 - 15:30

Charles Leadbeater
Globally Renowned Innovation and 
Education Guru

Lunchtime Keynote: What makes a city 
successful? Oxford post BREXIT  
Thames Hall  
13:00 - 13:45  

Katie Leviten
JamJar Investments

Investor Panel  
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00  

Alastair MacKenzie
Oxford Innovation

How to Stay Focused on What Matters 
Using Strategy on a Page 
Hinksey  
10:45 - 11:45  

Mark Mann
Oxford University Innovation

Social Innovation and Enterprise: 
Achieving Social Impact with Business for 
Purpose  
Hinksey  
13:45 - 15:45  

 

Kevin Maynard
Oxford Brookes University

The Essentials for any Life Sciences Start-
Up  
Cherwell  
14:45 - 15:30  

Tom McCarthy
Molecule 2 Medicine

Essentials of Building Value  
Cherwell  
15:45 - 16:45  

Nicola McConville
Penningtons Manches

Breakfast Session: Six Steps to 
Successfully Scale  
Cherwell  
07:45 - 09:00  

Alex Minchin
Zest Digital

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up  
Vale  
09:30 - 11:30   

Thor Mitchell
Crowdcube

Investor Panel  
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00  
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Speakers
   15:00-16:15 

Eileen Modral
OION

Pitching for Success: Morning Session  
Thames Hall  
09:45 - 11:15 
 
Pitching for Success: Afternoon Session 
Thames Hall  
14:00 - 15:30 
 
Final Presentation & Winners 
Announcement 
Thames Hall  
16:15 - 17:00  

Darryl Mootoosamy
B Lab UK 

Social Innovation and Enterprise: 
Achieving Social Impact with Business for 
Purpose  
Hinksey  
13:45 - 15:45  

Peter Nolan
Oxford BioMedica

Essentials of Building Value  
Cherwell  
15:45 - 16:45  

Mireille Owen-Hughes
Oxford Innovation

Value Proposition Development 
Workshop for Businesses  
Hinksey  
09:30 - 10:30  

Michael Penington
Longwall Venture Partners

Investor Panel  
Thames Hall  
15:30 - 16:15   

Kevin Pojasek
Immunocore 

Essentials of Building Value   
Cherwell  
15:45 - 16:45  

Jason Purvor
Droplet Computing

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up   
Vale  
09:30 - 11:30  

Alex Robinson
Dehns

Your IP post Brexit: what effect will leaving 
the EU have on your IP?  
Vale  
15:00 - 15:45

Juliet Rogan
Barclays

TechTonic Conference - The Impact of 
Gender on Entrepreneurship  
Cherwell  
09:30 - 12:30  

Les Russell
OrganOx

The Essentials for any Life Sciences Start-
Up  
Cherwell  
14:45 - 15:30  

Erinch Sahan
Oxfam

Social Innovation and Enterprise: 
Achieving Social Impact with Business for 
Purpose 
Hinksey  
13:45 - 15:45   

Nick Scott-Ram
Oxford Academic Health Science Network

From Concept to Market – The Runway to 
Adoption 
Cherwell  
13:45 - 14:30  
 
Oxfordshire’s Science and Innovation 
Audit Report: Oxfordshire Transformative 
Technologies   
Vale  
13:45 - 14:45  

Chris Shelley
Pennington Manches

Brexit: One Year On  
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00  

 

Lynn Shepherd
Venturefest Oxford

Welcome to Venturefest Oxford 2017  
Thames Hall  
09:00 - 09:30 
 
Lunchtime Keynote: What makes a city 
successful? Oxford post BREXIT  
Thames Hall  
13:00 - 13:45  

Rupesh Srivastava 
University of Oxford

Oxfordshire’s Science and Innovation 
Audit Report: Oxfordshire Transformative 
Technologies  
Vale  
13:45 - 14:45  

Sue Staunton
James Cowper Kreston

Brexit: One Year On 
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00  

Alison Talbot
Pennington Manches

Social Innovation and Enterprise: 
Achieving Social Impact with Business for 
Purpose 
Hinksey  
13:45 - 15:45  
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Speakers
   15:00-16:15 

Daniel Talbot-Ponsonby
Marks & Clerk

Brexit: One Year On 
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00   

Jens Tholstrup
Oxford Investment Opportunity Network

Brexit: One Year On 
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00   

Nigel Tipple
Oxfordshire Local Enterprise 
Partnership 
Brexit: One Year On  
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00  

Philip Towler
Dehns

Your IP post Brexit: what effect will leaving 
the EU have on your IP?   
Vale  
15:00 - 15:45  

Richard Venables
VSL & Partners 

Brexit: One Year On 
Thames Hall  
17:15 - 18:00  

 
 

Renée Watson
The Curiosity Box 

The Challenges of a Business: From Start-
Up to Scale-Up  
Vale  
09:30 - 11:30

Philip Webber
Dehns

Your IP post Brexit: what effect will leaving 
the EU have on your IP?  
Vale  
15:00 - 15:45   

Mark White
Midven 

Investor Panel  
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00 

Adam Workman
Oxford University Innovation

Investor Panel 
Thames Hall  
11:15 - 12:00  

Please note that the speakers are subject 
to change and times are correct at time of 
printing.

Get Connected is our dynamic 1-2-1 networking system which allows you to 
pre-book meetings with other Venturefest Oxford attendees, exhibitors, experts 
and speakers.

How does it work?

When registering, you had the choice to opt in to the Get Connected networking 
system and create a personal profile. Using your personal login, you can search 
for potential people to meet with and send meeting requests. If the meeting is 
accepted, the system then allocates an available meeting space at the event. 
The attendee’s availability will take into account other meetings as well as any 
sessions that they have selected a preference to attend.

You can request, amend or decline your meeting requests on a mobile device. 
If you have forgotten your login or are having any problems with your account, 
please visit the Help Desk in the Cotswold Hall. 

Connecting is as easy as 1, 2, 3

■  Click on the Get Connected link on  
www.venturefestoxford.com/get-connected and login

■ On the ‘Summary’ page click on the ‘Go to Venturefest Connect’ button

■  From this page, ‘My Meetings’, you can browse for people to meet with, add 
any time exclusions, edit your session preferences, and edit/view any current 
meetings

All meetings will take place in the Networking Area in the Cotswold Hall. 

If you haven’t signed up for Get Connected and would like more information, 
please visit the Help Desk in the Cotswold Hall. 

 

Sponsored by: 

Get Connected
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1 Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership  
 (OxLEP)

2 Focus Oxford LLP

3 Richardsons Chartered Accountants

4 The Oxford Trust

5 White October

6 Intellectual Property Office

7 Oxford Brookes University

8 James Cowper Kreston

9 KPMG

10 Venturefest Oxford - Help Desk

11 Science and Technology Facilities Council  
 (STFC)

12 Hedges Law

14 Dehns

15 University of Oxford

16 Oxford Academic Health Science Network  
 (OxAHSN)

17 Companies House

18 Hazlewoods

19 Coller IP

20 The King’s Centre

21 J A Kemp

22 Grant Thornton UK

23 Oxford Product Design

24 Marks & Clerk

25 Oxford Bus Company

26 RIFT Research & Development

27 Oxford Technology Park

Exhibition - Cotswold Hall Stand Exhibitor Name 
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BreathDX (UK)
www.breathdx.com 
BreathDX provides a pain-free solution to various medical needs, using breath 
measurement. It is the result of 12 years R&D, a team of four experienced and 
engaging directors and some compelling medical market opportunities. We are 
a Bristol-based company with a current team of six people, top-notch clinical 
funding, patented technology and markets moving in the right direction. 

Brill Power 
www.brillpower.com 
Brill Power is a spin-out company of Oxford University developing the next 
generation of advanced battery control and management systems. The team 
combines business expertise with proficiency in power electronics and battery 
modelling. Our technology extends the lifetime of cutting-edge battery systems 
and ensures continuous high performance through intelligent cell control.

Buzz Technology 
www.buzztechnology.co.uk 
Buzz Technology have spent the last two years developing an exciting solution 
to consumer and small business automation solution. Based around a number 
of robotic innovations, it can be used to: (1) Enable food preparation in 
restaurants and the home. (2) Teach robotics, physics and coding in educational 
establishments. (3) Enable local manufacturing of sophisticated products by 
combining 3D printed parts, proprietary items and create the electrical circuits to 
join them.

Innovation Showcase

Capital Cell 
capitalcell.co.uk 
Capital Cell is the first pan-European equity crowdfunding platform specialised 
in biotech and life sciences. We connect investors and the best life science 
companies from across Europe. 

ChewyMoon 
www.chewymoon.com 
Backed by the founders of Hello Fresh and Fabulous Bakin Boys, ChewyMoon 
has created the world’s first nutritionally-customised snack delivery service for 
children.

Hip Impact Protection 
www.hips-protect.com 
HIP was founded in 2009 to take advantage of a new type of impact absorbing 
technology to provide a new type of hip protector that was both more effective 
and more comfortable than any other, as there are over 300,000 falls that require 
emergency admissions in the UK every year and c.100,000 hip fractures. HIP 
already have a distribution network world-wide for its hip protectors including 
the NHS Supply Chain, Lloyds Betterlife in the UK with distributors in France, 
Germany, BeNeLux, Ireland, USA and Canada, Saudi Arabia and South Korea.

Kemuri 
www.kemurisense.com 
Kemuri is an early stage start-up in the Internet of Things sector.  It develops 
both hardware and software for B2B customers who need machine learning 
to provide improved services.  Manufacturing is located in Surrey. Kemuri 
produces multi-sensor Smart Power Sockets with an API to a continuous pattern 
detection and alerting system. 

 

Venturefest Oxford celebrates all that is enterprise and innovation, and 
promotes the commercialisation of innovation.

The Innovation Showcase welcomes the most innovative and exciting business 
innovations from across the region, companies looking for funding, partners or 
new customers. Visit the showcase companies in the Atrium.
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Kokoon 
www.kokoon.io 
Kokoon empowers people to tackle health and wellness challenges using AI 
and audio. Their first device seeks to help aid sleep & relaxation and has already 
had over £2.8m in pre-orders before it ships later this year. Formed to solve a 
personal sleep issue for its founder, Kokoon unlocks the potential of data from 
the body, mind and environment to effect valued outcomes.

M-Files 
www.m-files.com 
M-Files is a Finnish enterprise content management company (ECM) grown 
out of one simple vision: that finding, sharing and tracking files and their various 
versions is a widespread business problem - and that solving that common 
problem would reap measurable productivity gains. We provide both Quality 
Management Software (QMS) and Document Management Software (DMS) 
systems. 

PiiiCK 
www.piiick.com 
PiiiCK is a mobile friendly digital shopping assistant that cuts out the stress of 
researching and understanding hard to buy products like a laptop, a washing 
machine or a cordless drill. Powered by our intelligent, data driven platform it 
quickly matches online shoppers to a shortlist of 3 products based on their 
needs not just price.

Innovation Showcase

Renovos 
www.renovos.co.uk 
Renovos is a new spinout capitalising on the decades of world-class orthopaedic 
research from the University of Southampton. We will apply this knowledge to 
provide regenerative medicine solutions to orthopaedic challenges, offering 
the orthopaedic research community new tools to develop the next generation 
of medicines, whilst supporting the development of our own proprietary 
therapeutic that has the potential to revolutionise bone healing. 

ZapGo 
www.zapgo.com 
ZapGo Ltd (Zap&Go) is a high technology business founded in Oxford in 2013. 
We have developed a solution to the problems encountered by all the current 
generation of rechargeable appliances, devices and vehicles: slow charging. 
Called Carbon-Ion (C-Ion) in contrast to Lithium-ion, this technology is based on 
carbon nano-materials including the ‘wonder-material’ graphene. The result is 
ultra-fast charging – in 5 minutes or less.

More details about the showcase companies are available on the Venturefest 
Oxford website: venturefestoxford.com/venturefest-2017/innovation-showcase 
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Harwell Campus and Culham Science Centre for Fusion Energy are 
ecosystems of high technology innovation where start-ups can access 
revolutionary science and world class expertise in order to develop new 
and existing technologies. Both locations focus on the growth of the UK 
economy and its worldwide competitiveness in science and technology 
through cultivating an exciting collaborative environment.

Harwell is home to more than 200 businesses, and together with its sister 
campuses in Daresbury and Edinburgh, is leading the development of 
clusters in key industries which include: Space, Healthcare, Energy and Big 
Data.

Culham Science Centre for Fusion Energy is a growing community of 
students, scientists, engineers and entrepreneurs focused on creating 
clean, sustainable energy sources for future generations.

For Venturefest, a selection of science and technology start-ups will be 
present to showcase their growth journey with the support of both STFC 
and Culham Science Centre.

Accelerating Innovation in 
Oxfordshire

Adaptix Imaging
Adaptix will transform radiology with its development of new Flat Panel X-ray 
source, a pixelated array made in a semiconductor foundry. Adaptix is harnessing 
a range of existing technologies, including from the space industry, and has 
patents filed and in process relating to both hardware and software.  Companies 
using Adaptix products will offer 3D imaging at lower dose from smaller and 
lower-cost X-ray solutions. 

Archangel Aerospace 
Archangel Imaging (AI) builds distributed intelligence systems and advanced 
unmanned camera systems. We make AI-enabled sensor packages for land, sea 
and air – systems that are smart enough to determine what they are looking at 
and send alerts when they need to without referring all the data back to teacher. 
We use hyperspectral cameras that can not only see the invisible, they can tell 
you what it’s made from. 

Blubel 
Blubel is satellite navigation in a bicycle bell. Cyclists will no longer have to worry 
about getting lost or finding a safe place to stop and check directions. Blubel 
will guide them in a simple and intuitive way, using lights and sounds. Riders can 
also ring Blubel just like any other bicycle bell – Blubel will record the location of 
each ring so that we can use collated data to alert the rest of the community 
about potential hazards – such as potholes, roadworks, or even busy pedestrian 
crossings.

Genefirst 
GeneFirst Ltd is a molecular diagnostics company based at Culham Science 
Centre, Oxfordshire.  Incorporated in 2011, GeneFirst specialises in innovative 
technologies for use in the fields of infectious diseases, women’s health and 
cancer diagnostic. GeneFirst provides robust, easy-to-use, sensitive and 
affordable products to further this pathway.
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Ludger
Ludger Ltd is a bioscience company specialising in medical applications of 
Glycobiology. We offer technology for analysis of glycoproteins as well as 
analytical glycoprofiling services. This is used in the quality control of FDA- and 
EMEA-approved biopharmaceuticals worldwide, and can be used to support IND 
submissions. 

MeVitae 
Supported by the likes of Microsoft, European Space Agency and Oxford 
University, MeVitae was founded by two Oxford graduates, Riham Satti and Vivek 
Doraiswamy. Now, MeVitae is amongst the top 50 disruptive game changers in 
Thames Valley, top 100 influential UK tech business leaders working with some 
of the top technology Fortune 500 and Silicon Valley companies.  

Mirico 
MIRICO optimises industrial processes across a range of high value applications 
by enabling laboratory grade trace gas measurements in the field. Our products 
and services address a rapidly growing multi-billion dollar global market 
opportunity. MIRICO’s products are protected by a strong patent portfolio, 
and provide a compelling business case to customers in our target market 
segments. Oil and gas leak detection and exploration, semiconductor fabrication 
and science represent our primary high value, high growth markets, high demand 
for our technology. 

Oxford nanoSystems 
Founded in 2012, Oxford nanoSystems (OnS) have spent five years developing 
a ground-breaking coating technology which has shown substantial 
enhancements in heat transfer capabilities when applied to heat exchangers 
and other two-phase systems. The goal of Oxford nanoSystems is to enable 
the production of cheaper, lighter, and more efficient products which consume 
less energy, limit environmental impact and reduce costs for consumers and 
manufacturers. 

Oxford Space Structures
In Jan 2017 Oxford Space Structures Ltd launched SpaceCot in the UK, Ireland 
and China. It is the easiest and lightest full-size baby travel cot on the market 
is inspired by European Space Agency technology. Since then, SpaceCot has 
received multiple awards including Junior Design Award 2016 and the Highly 
Recommended Travel Award 2017 (BPA). In April 2017, the largest UK baby 
magazine (Mother and Baby) judged SpaceCot the best travel cot in the UK. The 
product is stocked in leading high street baby retailers such as JoJo Maman 
Bébé, Mothercare, Tesco and John Lewis, as well as 40+ independent stockists.  

Ufonia 
Ufonia Ltd is an Oxford University Innovation Start Up company developing 
an autonomous speech-based system for monitoring individuals’ health and 
wellness at scale. Ufonia’s initial product supports people with long-term 
conditions (‘chronic diseases’), such as diabetes, asthma and heart failure.   

University of Southampton 
The Space M-MARK programme aims to produce an interactive system for 
assessment and personalised training of functional tasks in astronauts. A proof 
of concept study, funded by the Science and Technology Facilities Council, and 
FortisNet, demonstrated that two existing technologies could be integrated 
to develop the Space M-MARK system. The ultimate goal is for the system to 
prepare astronauts for safe and effective excursions on the surface of Mars. 

More details about the showcase companies are available on the Venturefest 
Oxford website venturefestoxford.com/venturefest-2017/innovation-showcase/
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Culham Science Centre combines world-class publicly funded research into 
fusion power; commercial technology organisations and Culham Innovation 
Centre, to create a powerhouse of high technology innovation and enterprise in 
South Oxfordshire. 

Culham Science Centre, owned and managed by the United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority, is sited in one of the most successful science locations in the 
country and is a partner in Science Vale UK, along with other public and private 
sector organisations in the area, to promote southern Oxfordshire as a global 
hot spot for enterprise and innovation in science, high technology and the 
application of knowledge.

 
 
 
 
                        Harwell Campus Management 
Harwell Campus, near Oxford is the UK’s National Science Facility and is one 
of the world’s most important science and innovation locations, dedicated to 
finding solutions to some of mankind’s biggest challenges. Having spent 75 
years at the forefront of British innovation and discovery, with many world firsts 
to its name, Harwell continues to drive scientific advancements to the benefit of 
the UK knowledge economy. Scientists, academics, government organisations, 
private sector R&D departments and investors create an environment where 
collaboration and discovery thrive. The campus has 710 acres and 5,500 people 
working on site and is home to the UK’s gateway to space, with over 70 space and 
satellite applications related organisations clustered there. Over 1,000 people 
work in the HealthTec sector and the key sectors of Energy and Environment 
(EnergyTec), Big Data and Supercomputing and Advanced Engineering and 
Materials are also represented among the 200 diverse organisations located on 
campus.  

Useful Information

Breakfast Session
The breakfast session will take place in the Cherwell Room. Seats are available on 
a first come, first served basis. A light breakfast will be available from 07:30 with 
the session starting at 07:45. Entrance to the breakfast session is included within 
the main event ticket price. 
 
Sponsored by Penningtons Manches  
 

Cash Machine
The closest cash machine is at Oxford train station.

Cloakroom
There is no formal cloakroom at the King’s Centre. However if you have a coat 
you would like to store then this can be hung on the racks in the Atrium.

Closing Plenary and Drinks Reception
17:15 to 18:00 in the Thames Hall, followed by drinks reception. Entrance to the 
closing plenary and drinks reception is included within the main event ticket price.

Exhibition
The exhibition is located in the Cotswold Hall. A full list of exhibiting companies is 
available on pages 22-23. The exhibition is open from 09:00 to 17:00.

Fire Procedure
Please make yourself aware of our fire evacuation procedure. Copies are available 
from the Help Desk and in all session rooms. Our assembly point is at the car 
park by the Cotswold Hall main large exit doors.
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First Aid
Please go to the Help Desk where a member of staff will contact a first aider.

Innovation Showcase
The Innovation Showcase is located in the Atrium. A full list of showcase 
companies is available on pages 24-32. The showcase is open from 08:00 to 
17:00.

Food and Drink
Tea and coffee available in the Cotswold Hall from 08:00 to 17:00, accompanied 
by homemade cookies mid morning and a grab and go lunch between 12:00 
and 14:00. If you have provided us with dietary requirements please make us the 
catering staff aware.

Networking Area
This year we have a dedicated area for networking, which hosts the ‘Get 
Connected’ networking meetings in the Cotswold Hall. 
 
Sponsored by Hedges Law 

Security
Please do not leave any bags or personal belongings unattended. Please note 
that there is no formal cloakroom.

Sessions
As part of the registration process, you selected which sessions you would 
have a preference to attend, this is not a booking, but allows you to build your 
preferred itinerary. Seating in sessions is available on a first come, first served 
basis.

Smoking
Smoking is not permitted anywhere within the building. If you do wish to smoke, 
please go outside the Atrium, and use the designated smoking area.

Transport
A free shuttle bus, generously provided by the Oxford Bus Company, will operate 
from Seacourt Park & Ride and Oxford Train Station to the King’s Centre and back 
throughout the day. A timetable is available at the Help Desk.

Wifi
Delegates registered for the event may use the conference wireless network to 
access the premium wifi. The network is ‘KingsCentrePremium’ please use the 
password ‘venturefest’.

Useful Information
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Venturefest benefits from the sustained support of its partners and sponsors, 
who provide both funds and time to bring the event to fruition. We thank them 
for both!

Our partners, The Oxford Trust generously provide core sponsorship for 
Venturefest Oxford. Our Gold, Silver and Bronze partners the University of 
Oxford, Oxford Brookes University, Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership, 
Science and Technology Facilities Council and The King’s Centre offer key 
support that allows us to offer a full and varied programme.

If you would like to become a partner or sponsor of Venturefest Oxford, please 
visit the Help Desk for more information.

Partners

Partners and Sponsors 

Sponsors
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Support Venturefest Oxford
In a spirit of innovation, we invite you to support us by becoming a Supporter of 
Venturefest Oxford. Your help will ensure our continued presence and influence 
in Oxfordshire’s thriving innovation and entrepreneurial community.

The supporter package is open to both companies and individuals, costs £250 
and includes:

■  2 exclusive networking events: One in September offering input into the next 
programme and one in April for a peek at the programme before its launch

■  50% discount on your Venturefest Oxford ticket plus priority booking

■  Supporter lounge at Venturefest Oxford

■  A company profile listing on the Venturefest website

■  Invitation to Pitchfest(s)

Visit us at the Help Desk and become a supporter today!

Supporters Notes

2017

Join us in the Supporters Lounge in Ridgeway & Wytham from  
09:00 to 17:00. Refreshments available
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Our partners:

Save the date 
Venturefest 2018  
Wednesday 20th June,  
The King’s Centre.


